
Please join us for on November 16th, 2021
We will be having a virtual meeting in which we will  review this presentation. 

The meeting will begin at 6 p.m.

The Zoom Link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81102438547?pwd=UHNNSWw4M0F1NGlXVjVsZzhPQW5XZz09

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81102438547?pwd=UHNNSWw4M0F1NGlXVjVsZzhPQW5XZz09


Dyslexia
 Fall Parent Presentation



What is Dyslexia?

Texas Education Code (TEC) 38.003 defines it as:

“Dyslexia” means a disorder of constitutional origin 
manifested by a difficulty in learning to read, write, 
or spell, despite conventional instruction, adequate 
intelligence, and sociocultural opportunity.



What is Dyslexia?
The International Dyslexia Association defines “dyslexia” in the following way: 

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin. It is 
characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor 
spelling and decoding abilities. These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the 
phonological component of language that is often unexpected in relation to other 
cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction. Secondary 
consequences may include problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading 
experience that can impede growth of vocabulary and background knowledge. Adopted 
by the International Dyslexia Association Board of Directors, November 12, 2002



Characteristics

The following are the primary reading/spelling characteristics of dyslexia: 

• Difficulty reading words in isolation 

• Difficulty accurately decoding unfamiliar words 

• Difficulty with oral reading (slow, inaccurate, or labored without prosody) 

• Difficulty spelling

*It is important to note that individuals demonstrate differences in degree of 
impairment and may not exhibit all the characteristics listed above. 



Characteristics
The reading/spelling characteristics most often associated with dyslexia are 
the following: 

• Segmenting, blending, and manipulating sounds in words (phonemic awareness) 

• Learning the names of letters and their associated sounds 

• Holding information about sounds and words in memory (phonological memory) 

• Rapidly recalling the names of familiar objects, colors, or letters of the alphabet 
(rapid naming)



Consequences
Consequences of dyslexia may include the following: 

• Variable difficulty with aspects of reading comprehension

• Variable difficulty with aspects of written language 

• Limited vocabulary growth due to reduced reading experiences



Information on the Response to Intervention 
Process

In Texas and throughout the country, there is a focus on a Response to Intervention 
(RTI) or tiered intervention process as a vehicle for meeting the academic and 
behavioral needs of all students. 

It is important to note that progression through RTI is not required in order to begin the 
identification of dyslexia. The use of tiered intervention may be part of the 
identification and data collection process, but it is not required and must not delay or 
deny an evaluation for dyslexia, especially when parent or teacher observations reveal 
the common characteristics of dyslexia.



Current Information on Eligibility 
IDEA evaluation (Special Education)

Upcoming changes to the dyslexia handbook will create a single pathway to identification of 
dyslexia.  If it is suspected or known that the student is having difficulty academically due to 
dyslexia or related disorders, an evaluation can be requested for an evaluation at anytime.  

Prior to beginning an evaluation the parent/guardian must be given a copy of the Notice of 
Procedural Safeguards, Notice of Evaluation, and sign consent for the evaluation. 



Information on Evaluation
IDEA evaluation (Special Education)

● Parent can request an evaluation at anytime
● Evaluation will consider eligibility as a student with a specific learning disability with the condition of dyslexia
● A pattern of strengths and weaknesses will be considered in either academic, cognitive, or both.
● Evaluation will include information from multiple sources including: 

○ Parent information
○ Teacher information
○ Information from formal assessments: achievement, cognitive, oral language, and assessments of underlying skills 

for reading and writing.
● Determination of eligibility and services needed will be determined by the ARD committee
● Services can be provided in both the general education and special education setting



Information on Evaluation and Eligibility
Based on the TEA Dyslexia Handbook (2018), there are several questions that must be assessed to determine if an individual meets 

the criteria for dyslexia.   

Evaluations consider data in the following areas: Letter Knowledge (name and associated sound); Reading real and nonsense words 
in isolation (decoding) ;Reading fluency ;Reading Comprehension; Spelling; Writing Fluency

Does the data show the following characteristics of dyslexia?

● Difficulty with accurate and / or fluent word reading
● Poor spelling skills
● Poor decoding ability

Do these difficulties (typically) result from a deficit in the phonological component of language? 

Are these difficulties unexpected for the studentʼs age in relation to the studentʼs other cognitive abilities and provision of effective 
classroom instruction?



Critical, Evidence-Based Components of Dyslexia Instruction

• Phonological Awareness—Phonological awareness is the understanding of the internal sound structure of words. 

• Sound-Symbol Association—Sound-symbol association is the knowledge of the various speech sounds in any language to the 
corresponding letter or letter combinations that represent those speech sounds.

• Syllabication—A syllable is a unit of oral or written language with one vowel sound. Instruction must include the six basic types of 
syllables in the English language

• Orthography—Orthography is the written spelling patterns and rules in a given language.

• Morphology—Morphology is the study of how morphemes are combined to form words.

• Syntax—Syntax is the set of principles that dictate sequence and function of words in a sentence in order to convey meaning.

• Reading Comprehension—Reading comprehension is the process of extracting and constructing meaning through the interaction 
of the reader with the text to be comprehended and the specific purpose for reading.  



Effective Delivery of Dyslexia Instruction
• Simultaneous, Multisensory (VAKT)— Teaching is done using all learning pathways in the brain (visual, auditory, 
kinesthetic, tactile) simultaneously in order to enhance memory and learning.

• Systematic and Cumulative— Multisensory language instruction requires that the organization of material follow order 
of the language.

• Explicit Instruction— Explicit instruction is explained and demonstrated by the teacher one language and print concept 
at a time, rather than left to discovery through incidental encounters with information. 

• Diagnostic Teaching to Automaticity— The teacher must be adept at prescriptive or individualized teaching.

• Synthetic Instruction— Synthetic instruction presents the parts of the language and then teaches how the parts work 
together to form a whole.

• Analytic Instruction— Analytic instruction presents the whole and teaches how this can be broken into its component 
parts.



Effective Strategies for Parents
● Encourage your child to use a planner and help them remain organized.
● Set aside time each day to read with your child and access oral texts.
● Itʼs ok for you to take over the reading.  Hearing a fluent reader is vital and 

your child has been working hard all day.  Brain breaks are necessary.
● Stay in contact with your childʼs teacher and reach out for assistance when 

needed.
● Set a schedule for studies and allow for down time.



Effective Strategies for Parents continued
● Keep your expectations high and celebrate every success.
● Practice patience on “off” days. 
● Set realistic, achievable goals to encourage success.
● Let your child be an expert and ask them about the tools and strategies they are 

learning.
● Start a dialogue with your child about dyslexia, their accommodations and ways to 

advocate for themselves.



Common Classroom Accommodations
Accommodations provide the student with dyslexia effective and equitable 
access to grade-level or course instruction in the general education classroom. 
Accommodations are not one size fits all; rather, the impact of dyslexia on each 
individual student determines the necessary accommodation. 

• Copies of notes • Note-taking assistance • Additional time • Reduced/shortened 
assignments • Alternative test location • Priority seating assignment • Oral reading of 
directions or written material • Word banks • Audiobooks • Text to speech • Speech to 
text • Electronic spellers • Electronic dictionaries • Formula charts • Adaptive learning 
tools and features in software programs



Common Accommodations for State 
Assessments

Locally approved supports for students who meet eligibility criteria.  Accessibility is 
based on student needs and is determined in 504/ARD meetings.

These may include but are not limited to the following:

● Online Presentation
● Content and Language Supports
● Extra Time
● Individualized Structured Reminders
● Supplemental Aids
● Spelling Assistance



Qualifications of Those Delivering Services
● Highly trained individuals to deliver instruction
● Must have additional documented dyslexia training aligned to 19 TAC §74.28(c) 
● Must deliver specified program of instruction with fidelity
● Instructors are not required to hold a specific license or certification 
● Must deliver multisensory instruction that simultaneously uses all learning 

pathways to the brain, is systematic and cumulative, is explicitly taught, uses 
diagnostic teaching to automaticity, and includes both analytic and synthetic 
approaches 



Any Questions? 
If you have a specific question about your student, contact information is available in 

the following slides.   If you have any additional questions, you can email them to : 

ameade@libertyhill.txed.net

mailto:ameade@libertyhill.txed.net


 Resources

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/tb
p/index.html

https://learningally.org/

https://learningtools.donjohnst
on.com/learning-academy/

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/tbp/index.html
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/tbp/index.html
https://learningally.org/
https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/learning-academy/
https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/learning-academy/


Upcoming Event
Register for the upcoming webinar on 

Updates to the Dyslexia Handbook 

Statewide Webinar

November 18, 2021 11:00 - 12:00 p.m.

https://prntexas.org/

https://prntexas.org/


Contact Information
ISD Administration:
Kimberly de la Houssaye, Executive Director of Student Support Services
kdelahoussaye@libertyhill.txed.net

Angela Meade, Student Support Services Coordinator
ameade@libertyhill.txed.net

Stacy Campbell, Student Support Services Coordinator
scampbell@libertyhill.txed.net

mailto:kdelahoussaye@libertyhill.txed.net
mailto:ameade@libertyhill.txed.net
mailto:scampbell@libertyhill.txed.net


Contact Information
Elementary Campus Instructors:

Bill Burden Elementary School
Andrea Rosenbush, LDT, CALT  arosenbusch@libertyhill.txed.net
Katrina Tomlin  ktomlin@libertyhill.txed.net

Liberty Hill Elementary School
Cathy Bozelli  mbozelli@libertyhill.txed.net

Rancho Sienna Elementary School
Stephen Openshaw, CALT sopenshaw@libertyhill.txed.net

Santa Rita Elementary School
Cathy Kieschnick, CALT  ckieschnick@libertyhill.txed.net

Louine Noble Elementary School
Colleen Hawkins chawkins@libertyhill.txed.net

mailto:arosenbusch@libertyhill.txed.net
mailto:ktomlin@libertyhill.txed.net
mailto:mbozelli@libertyhill.txed.net
mailto:sopenshaw@libertyhill.txed.net
mailto:ckieschnick@libertyhill.txed.net
mailto:chawkins@libertyhill.txed.net


Contact Information
Secondary School Instructors:

Santa Rita Middle School
Stephanie Watson, CALP  swatson@libertyhill.txed.net

Liberty Hill Middle School
Wendy Stocker, wstocker@libertyhill.txed.net

Liberty Hill High School
Terri Michener tmichener@libertyhill.txed.net

mailto:swatson@libertyhill.txed.net
mailto:wstocker@libertyhill.txed.net
mailto:tmichener@libertyhill.txed.net


Available Resources
The Texas Dyslexia Handbook 2018 Update (https://www.libertyhill.txed.net/Page/608)

International Dyslexia Association (IDA) website  www.dyslexiaida.org

IDA Dyslexia Handbook: What Every Family Should Know 
https://dyslexiaida.org/ida-dyslexia-handbook/

Additional Reading: 

Moats, L. C. & Dakin, K. E. (2008). Basic facts about dyslexia and other reading problems, Baltimore, MD: The International Dyslexia 
Association.

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2018-Dyslexia-Handbook_Approved_Accomodated_12_11_2018.pdf
https://www.libertyhill.txed.net/Page/608
http://www.dyslexiaida.org
https://dyslexiaida.org/ida-dyslexia-handbook/

